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25X1X The following rcport is based on a Comminist document entitled "Struggle
Apainst pwaitism" which was confiscated in the Government raids of
October 1950. The document apparently was written by Gregoric Santoyana
which is a pocudonym used by Jose Lava, who is also known as Gaston end
as Gaston Silayan. Jose lava was apprehended in the Govermment raids and
has been on trisl with other alleged members of the Philippine Communist
Party Political Dureau. Although the document is undated, it is believed
tc have been written approximately in June 1950, presumably for distribu-
tion through the Party's propaganda chamnels.

STRUGGLL AGATIHST A VATITISH
By Gregorio Santayane

I. Introduction:

Since the lovember 1949 eicctions, and especially after the readiness of
the Nacionalista Party leadership to collaboraie with the corrupt Liberal
Party became operly apparent, there has becn a rapid exposure of both the
Iiberal Party an¢ the Nacionalista Party and other ron=-Commmnist partizs
before the masses, The basic causes for this exposure are the growing
economic crisis and thic corresponding deterioration of the iving
standards of the people, the persistance of graft and corrupbion wiltlin
the highest levels of the logislative and exccutive departmenis of the
Government, and the wholesale use of fraud and terrorism during the last
elections. MNeciloso bo say, all thisc causes are rooted in imperialist-
foudal domination of our country, and puppetry of our native ruling
classes to American imperialism.

mith the recenmt imperialist provocation in Xorea leading to Americsn
irmperialist intervention in Iorean affairs, the American puppets in
our country utilized the issue to close their ranks and appeal hLo the
disillusioned macses for support under the screcn of the danger of
tinternal Commnist subversion."

As the situation now stands, it is most probable that under toe prodding
pressure of their imperialist masters, the class-consclous and confscd
puppets would be rallied around an anti-Comminist, pro~-imperialist
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coalition of anti-Cormunist and non-Communist parties and leadsrs.
ovever, considering the disillusionment of the exploited peasants

and workers with the various bourgoise parbies, it woild bLe extremcly
difficult, if not impossible, for the imperialists and their puppatc to
rally such a coalition, notwithstanding the anti~-Coumianist prejudices ,
resulting from the continuous poisoning of their winds by the imparialist
puppet apolegists.

The political aligament of forces has already reached the stage in which
there is a clear shift sway from the bourgoise non-Communish parties, but
all non-Commnist parties combined still enjoy a slight edge over the

IR under Communist leadership, as far as the sympabhies of ihe people

are concerned. While the influence of the [IMB led by the Comeunist Party
(cP) is positively increasing because its policy of arganizational and
military expansion in formerly undeveloped territories is bein igplemented,
mich of the prasent influence of the IIDB and the CF is of the awailtiot
passive type, mcrely becauss the masses are disillusionod with the
bourgoise parties.

This brings ue to the problem of awaitism, which is the mosh important
political problem confronting Lhe struggle for national liberstion
under Comaunist leadership.

IT. The Basit Problem of Awaitism:

Before proceeding into the manifestations, root causecs and screeng Lo
hide the real root causes of awaitism, it is {irst necessary to deline
the term awaitism.

Awaitism is & phenomencn existing not only within the Party, but also
within the Cormunist-led nabional liberation movement, and among the
unorganized masses, whereby people who are already eonvinced rabicnal
liberation can only be achieved by armed struggle, elther do not
participate in such a struggle, or else participate @ hazerdiy.
From this definition two points are clear. Awaibtism iz not only &
disease affecting the unorganized masses, it affects the organized
struggle for national liberation and even the Party leading such
struggle as well. Awaitism is manifested in various degrees, fron
total non-participation to non-total participation in strugzle.

That are the menifestations of awaitism? The most extensive manifesta-
tion of awaitism can be found arong the unorganized masses of exploined
peasants and workers who already believe in the armed struggle, bub

do not yot belong to Party sponsored organizations of one form or

another in order to contribute to the carly achiovement of an overiimow
of the rule of the class enemy. Within the organized movenenis for
national liboration, swaitism moenifests itself in the evaslon of

violent struggle with the eremy, in the hope that the revolubionary
developrionts outgide our country will carry zlong our national liberation
struggle into final vietory. The ideclogical manifestation ol tirs
form of awaitlesm is the wish expressed by organized masses for the
coming of the Russiane or Chinese to liberate our couniry from Lopai
imperialist donmination, and even in a subconsclous desire for a-
vhich weuld bring about a rapid conclucion to their sufferingsj; wiili
taneously they evade open struggle with the internal class cnemias.
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Within the Party, awaitism manifests itself in evasion of lesding
violent struggles with the enemy for individual self-prescrvetions
adoption of inflexible underground techniques to the peint of
ineffectivenass in order to prevent individual discovery and o
prolong the relatively comfortable mode of legal existance; the noa-
readiness to abandon everything, including ewployment, family and
comforts in order to devote full time to the revolubtion; and amcng
full-time professional revolutionaries, the abscnce of single-mindsd-
ness in their devotion to the revolution. Even among the mosh pro-
fassional revolutionaries, one cannot yet find 2 complete devotion to
the revclution to the almost total exclusion of other worldly carves,
which borders on complebe selflessness.

What are the root causes of these varicus manifestations of awasibtizr?
In genoral, awaitism is a non-Communist, non-proletarisn ideclony
having ibs roots in petty bourgoise individualism, selflshness,
wavering and indecisiveness. In this connection it must be borne &
mind that the peasantyy (except the landless peasants) is a part of
the petty bourgoise, and our workers ars just a generation removed
from the peasantry and lack a long tradition of collective action zrd
militance. This explains awaitist tendsrcies even among our most
exploited peasants and worksrs. On the other hand, ii is not diff Loudh
to explain the awaitism of the relatively comfortable petiy bourgoire,
including petty bourgoise intellectuals. HNotwithstarding their uvrs
comprehenzive theoretical understanding of the issues involved, their
relatively comfortable mode of lifs, conscicusly, unconsciously or
subconsciously conditions both their thirking and their actions.

Concrebely we have the following causes of awaitism: a) incomplete

class and political consciousness, b) urderestimation of the tempo

of the struggle because of the incorrect appraisal of the relation of
forces whteh 1o saused by Ueiendency to oversstimate the strenghh of

the enewy and tc belleve the :wyrbh of American invineibility, ¢} rslative
1y tolerable conditions of lile, resulting from the absence of immel
dispositions tc drive people to complete participaticn in struggles,

4) opporturism manifasted in weighing relative adventages to be derived
personally from an all-out participaticn in the struggle as corparad

to all-out participation later, when victory is already knocking ab

the door, and e) fear in all its forms, such as fear of losing employment,
or of losing one's life, which arises from ignorence of nethode of
struggle without unnecessarily risking orets life or enployment.

¢nly the first of these concrebe causes of swaltism requires mcre
elaboration. (lass and political conscicusness involves nob mewaly
an understending of the clasc struggle, the nature of the state and
its role in the class struggle, and ‘the necessity for revolubicon te
overthrow the rvle of the exploiters and institute a new state con-—
trolled by the formerly exploited classes. It involvss a correcth
grasp of the proletarian attitude of selflessness snd the subordination
of self to the whole, with all its implications, as well. It can be
seen from this elaboration of class and political consciousness bhat
other causes of awaltism are merely derivative cesuses roobed in the
basic existence of incomplete class and political consciousness.

In the process of the Party's struggle apainst awaltianm within its
ranks and smong both the organized and unorganized masses,ceriain
difficulties have been encountered because of ithe scresns being
employed by persons affected by awaitist tendenciss, to hide the brue
motivation of their awaitism.
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What are those screens? Vitain the ranks of the Party, the most common
screen, amnd one difficuli to detect because of its comnection with a
human cadre policy, is the so-called family problem. In the courss of
our drive to send cubt expansion cadres to undeveloped areas, the nwost
cormon excuse which delayed implementation of our expansion plans was bhe
family problem. In some cases, it was discovered that the =adres in
question were unemployed, and instead of supporting thelr familics were
actually an additional burden to them. It was obvious that their
reluctance in aceepting expansion assignments was not their family
problem, but rerely a desire to awalt final victory. In many cases the
cadres in question were crployed, and it was extremely difficult to

prove their awaitiom, until they were questioned bluntiy "low do you
expect your fomily to live if you die, or if you shonld be tie oljech

of an enemy search, and sro forced to sbandon them®® Invarisbly their
answer was that the families would have to shift for themselves. . In
many cases the more honest cadres finally admitted that their reluctance
to accept expansion assignuments was really a consequence of awaitism, =nd
that their family problem was merely secondary.

Another very common screen, and one which is also difficult to piercs,
is the excuse that "the masses are not yet ready" and that %o lead them
in militant struggles would ondy result in destroying wiity or in
driving the masses away from our cause. In some instances *his is true,
but in many instances it is wmerely an excuse designed to hide the fact
that the leaders themselves are the persons who are not ready to lead
militant struggles because they fear perscnal consequences wiaich might
result from such a militant actlon.

A third common screen is an alleged discontent with Party leadership, cither
because of alleged incorrect cadre policy, or alleged disagreement with
the Party's polibical line, In some cases the more subtle cadres write
memoranduns on their disagreement with the Party policies, in order to
nide & more basic motivation of awaltism or an wnwillingness tc legve their
families and devote full time to the revolution. One uember of the
Political Bureau was expelled because of his refusal to execute the Party
election tactics of "eritical support" for the Nacionalista Party, despite
the fact that such mincor policy deviatiom, which did not involve armed
struggle, should not be a sufficient reascn for risking expulsion from the
Party. A deeper analysis of hls motivabion, considering his past.activibies
such as his desire to go abroad to study, studying in & Lourgoisz =choel
allegedly to improve his Inglish, accepting employmeyit for a livigg, and
his reluctance to accept an cxpansion sssignment, show that his refusal
to execute the Parity decision on election tactics was motivated oy a
dasire to hide his deeper motive of awaitism. MNow that he kncws Party
leadership is serious in expelling him, and that the Party ani the Party-
sponsored armed shruggle are gaining in strength, be is attenpting e
cloak his motivation of awaitism by a theoretical memorandum on cerrect
tactics before finally seeking entrance into the Party. Ancther Political
Bureau member, also expelled for refusing to accept en expansion assigmpent
because of carserism and awaitism, attempbed to mask such awaitizp and .
carcerisn by a memorandumn on alleged ircorrect cadre policy and allegsd

o errors in theory by other Political Bureav members.

The wost sublle screen that has been ured to date is laziness, which
even borders on irrespensibility. :
who have azbandoned everything, including employment, fandly and o g
have shown unusual laziness, Lordering on irresponsibility, which cannoct
be explained other than as the product of awaitism which arises from

an incorrect appraisal of the tempo of the struggle. Instead of
vigorously fighting for the accepbance of their owm appraiszl or asi
they prefer to remain in the minority. Censciously, unconsciously, o
gvbconscicusly, they act and adjust their own tempo of work %o thoir own
minority appraisal of bihc situation. This type of awaitism it nob yss
clearly undersiood within the Party, nor is it entirely understood Uy Farty
leadership ibself.
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Among the unorganized masses, tho uost common screen is an alleged
beliei that we have not exhausted all legal, parliamentary methods
of struggle. These masses are sympathetiec to the aims off the D
and are ready to give aid in one form or another, short of belongiog
to an organization. ihen pressed for an explanatiorn for their
reluctance to Jjoin an organization, thelr answer is tiat, while they
sympathize with the aims of the B, they believe such aims can
still be achieved by methods other than the armed struggle.

Another common screen utilized by people who do not want to join any
organization is an alleged disagreement with the policy of armed
struggle, contending that the common people become the vietinms of

such struggle. They criticize our policy of involving the people in
strugple, on the grounds that the cormon people themselves suffer,

and not the encaies of the people. They argue vehemently in favor

of the anarchistic policy of iiquidating leaders who do not patronize
the people. Such idsology is belng used as a screen for their omn
wrwillingness to engage in a continuing struggle by joining a revolutilon-
ary organization conuected with the armed struggle for national libera~
tion. Proof that such anarchictic ideology is merely a screen is
shovm by the fast that those who advocate such tactics do nothing to .
organize anarciist groups to implement the cause in which they profess
to beolieve.

IIT. Concrete Methods of Struggle Against mvallisms:

In the tactical formulation of methods of struggling against awaitism
it must be understood immediately that swaitism asong the unorganized
masses and within the organized movement for national liberaticn is
essenbially the result of awaitism within the Party itself, and that
awaitism of the raik and file Party mexbers is the result of conscious
or unconsciove awaitism which affects Party leadership, itself,
including high and lower structures. -

Consequently, the main link in our overall struggle against awailisa
in all its forms, manifested within the Party and among both crgenized
and unorganized passes, is the struggle against awaitism witidn toe
Party leadership, inclading hicher and lower siructurcs.

TAth this basic truth in mind, the following netheds should Le ix-~
plemented in the struggle against all forms and manifestations of
awaltism;

1, Improve Marxist educstion witiin the Farty, not only to deepen

the pgrasp of its members on the class struggle and its {ull implications
and to raise their ability to correctly appraise the velation of
conflicting forces and the tempo of thie struggle, but more importent,

to project the correct prolstarian Cormunist attitude of complete
selflessness in the participation and leadership of the struggle, and
to raise the pelitical vigllance among nembers so they are atle to
detect the most subtle forms of opportunism affecting Party membors,
particularly the Party leadership.

It is not enough that Party members and leadsrs pay lip service to
what Jomrzde Stalia said on the subject of Communists being of a
different moid. It Lis not enough that we proclaim the Party and
ourselves the vanguard of the notional liboration stiuggle. Ve st
translate these accepted facts about the Party and its mesvers -
living reality. In this task we should start with the highest
leadership, which should set the cxarple of complete selllessness
apd single-minded derotion to the cause of the revelution.
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How vcan the Party leaderchip set tuis example? There should be candid
eriticism and self-criticism and appraisal and self-appraisal within the
ranks of the highest leadership, completely devoid of conciliation and
the desire not to antagonize. Especially now that a2 revolutionary situze
tion exists, and our task is to prepare for the seizure of power on &
national scale, we cannot afford the slightest form or manifestation

of opportunism, including careerism, conciliation, intellectual disionesty
or awaitism, The highest leadership of the Party should be & model of
complete selflessnese, intellectual integrity, self-sacrifice, moral and
physical courage, serse of responsibility, industry, efficiency and dis-
cipline. .

Wle have already made a good start in expelling appeasers and thiose who
refused to abide by our discipline of democratic centralism. We shovld
follow this through by a purge of opportunism and opportuniste, without
fear or fawor. A purge conducted in the spirit of ridding the Party of
opportunism and oppertunists, devold of other extransous motivations, will
serve to strengthien the Party, not wezken it.

The purge should be conducted from two directions; the leadership purging
opportunism and opportunists within its ranks; bub more important, the
lower organizations and the rank and file, purging opportunism ard
opportunists within the Party leadership. So that the lower organiza~
tions and the rank and file members are able to properly exercise this
task; their politicsal vigilance must be raised.

How co we raise their political vigilance? Our edutational msterisls

should especially project the ideclogical strugples which were carried

on witiiin our more experienced brother parties, such as the struggle

against the "left" and "right! deviationism within the Commmist Parby

of the Soviet Uniom, the struggle against Titcism and nationalist deviationizanm,
the struggle against Drowderism, the ideological struggles within the Chines2
Communisgt Party and our own ideological strugglesz. We shouwld review our

own intre~Party struggles to delermine widch errors were due to meve

rolitical immaturity and which were due to hidden motivations other them
political immaturity. Such hidden motivations wmust be exposad so that wa

know and learn from them and are able to detect still undiscovered mobtivations,

2. FPlace the entire Party nembership on a proefessional revoluiionary basis,
abelishing the distinction between professional and non~professional
revolutionaries. Such distinction can have validity only when the revelwiionary
situstion does not exist. With the existence of a revoluticnary situation, amd
with the rapid approach of a decisive struggle for power which necessitates a
many~fold increase in the strength of the Communist vanguard, the contirmstion
of non-professional Party members is an anachroniam.

It rust be mderstcod in this comnection that while professional revelutionary
work as a rule invelvas the complete abandomment of family, smployment ol
comforts, in certain cases, the Party assigmient necessitstes retaining
employment and contimiing legal existence., This is especinlly true in the
leadership of the remaining legal organizatiors and in such activities as
intelligence within the enewmyts ranks. These cases must be cavefully
considered by the Party lcadership, and only rercons whose sssignments require
contimuation of employment and legal existence should be exceptions which ave
absolutely devoid of discrimination and conciliation.

Those Party membsrs, regardless of their length of service in the rewolutlo:,
who cannot measure up to the increased demands of Party merbership, should

be reduced to thes stabus of sympathizers and rere members of any om: of our
revolubionary mass organizations, enjoying and underpoing organizational

life which is a part of such mass organizations. This shall not apply 4o
members who are iuncapable of meebing the increased demands of Party meabapsaip
as & result of the revolution itself, such as berscns who zre maimed or who
contracted sericus illpess as a direct result of their service in the Party
and the revolubina.
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polic, of plasing the entire Parey menbersSiip

and of redveing those who cannot measurc up ts thie newr ord abicin o
status of sympashizers, does not in any way confiict with our new Derin:
recriiting for Pariy memberslip. In this comaeciicn, it ghivwid be o 3
stood that while our policy is o wale all our naw recruits | sionai rovol
tionaries vithia the shertest time poseible, the willingnes becore nrof
vevoliutionsries shound rot be made a cenditien for memberchipy for netr secmy
Such professional revolutionary orientaticn &2 vl be developed in al
recruits, by a process of iavolving then deepar in the ostrug el e
policy of mass recru.ting, we give erphasis to decisive actior, ewsm L7 onels
understanding of Marmsism is stiil incomplete, and firply vejlect revoluiLonary
diletantisn and empty talk not iwmplementsd Ly desisive action.

supervised so trat they will direct their mass crganizabiocrs
possible. Leadsrs mist be axperienced in leading ness orga

that they will cot atterpt ‘tadventurism? that mey isolase the Party lrod
masses.  Tendencies “owards evasion of struzple or awalblisn Jopal ca ki
should be careftdly obscrved. These cadres should be withoraw anle gy

if the Party lezdersiip is convinced that they ore affected b swaitis:
which cannot be totally eliminated if they ars permitted to conbimue b
struggle snd existence. Umvillingness to accopt the decision of the T
such conditions should be sufficiert grounds for veducing the cadrss L33
status of sympathizers.

» Loge.

7 ouxdler

Lo The performance of Party cadres who are rermitied to rebaln enploy
legal exissence, tut who are performing underground asslgrmenta, should D
carefully observed aad their assigmments, decisions and proctice ia sermying
oub undergeound techaique noted. Those who refuse reasonable sssigoments

or hebitually do rot perform the dubies assigned to them on time, eithor
becsuse they went to avoid discovery, or are giving their jobs prioceity over
their Party assigrments, should be withdrawm underground and orderad to iork
and struggle underground. XRefusing to accepl: a new assigavent in such a
situstion should be sufiicient grounds for reducing such cadras to the status
of Psrty syrpathizers,

5, Full time professiondl revelutionaries who show lazinsss to the point of
irresponsibility shculd be severely criticized. If critisism does not change
their laziness, they should Le demoled to less responsible positioss. 17
demotion does not change their laginess, they should be reduced to the ghaly
of sympathizers if the lazincss is due beo causes other than awaitism, ar
expalled Trom the Party membership if awaibism is the cause. The mosh ¢
form of awaitism is that manifested in the lorm of laziness of profassl
revolutionaries since it can serve either as an exsuple to other nrofst 3
revo.f,u'tlonames, ar to create discontent amcnag them, partisularly i Lher ams
leading cadres of the Farty. :

6. Ve must intensify cur military struggle in order to give the onomy
rest, and even more important, to counteract any tendencies towaris andbi
on the part of our wrmed forces and the Partv wembers divscting these S
forces, as well as on the part of the wnorganized masses. We mush deonsivate
strength to the lass politically minded and zonsequently more OpPorHwL&LLe
masses, in order o counteract their awaitisy and encourege them “o join
revolntionary mass organigations under our lcadership. This will belp in

an organized way, in the armed struggle for sationel Liberation. s
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T« Apgressive exesution of our organizational and military expansion plans

is necessary so thal we can reach as soon as possible those masses who sye
already convinced of the inevitability of armed struggle, and look up io the 11D
under Communist leadership for direction. Ve must organize these masses inbto
the I.B or other revolutionary organizations under our leadership.

3. It is necessary to conduct intensive and sxtensive mass propaganda to

expose the ideological and class motivations of the bourgoise, non-Commmnist
parties and leaders who preach the ideology of parliamenterism, reformisu

and awaitism. Acceleration of the acceptance of a revolutionary position by
those masses who are still following non-Comminist leadership, is also
necessary so that they may be assimilated into an active organized revolutionary
front ., )

9. The shameless provocation, subsequent intervenmtion and increasingly obvwious
retreat of United States imperialist forces inm Korea should be utilized to

arouse anbti~imperialist feelings and to shatter the myth of American invineibility
which is so carefully murtured by imperialist--puppet propaganda, We must show
that when the people are united and determined to free themselves from forsign
exploitation and domination, they can successfully overthrow the rule of’ the
imperialist puppsts and drive away the imperialist interventionists.
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